
                                                  
  

 
13 June 2023 

 

Open letter in support of an amendment to remove Albania from a 
list of ‘safe countries’ 

 
We would like to draw your attention to Amendment 128A, proposed by Baroness Lister 
and Lord Cashman, and to seek your invaluable support in addressing a critical issue within 
the current Illegal Migration Bill. 
 

This bill, as it stands, will classify Albania amongst a list of 'safe countries' whose citizens can 
be swiftly returned home, regardless of their individual asylum or human rights claims. The 
list comprises the EEA member states plus Switzerland. 
 

In our considered opinion, including Albania in such a list of 'safe countries' is a categoric 
misplacement. Albania does not belong either in terms of EU affiliation, nor does it meet the 
requisite standards to be classified as a 'safe country'. 
 

The UNHCR has aptly expressed its concerns, stating: “UNHCR is concerned that the list 
includes Albania, despite UK published country guidance and decisions of UK courts which 
recognize that certain groups of Albanian citizens may be at risk of persecution.”1 

 

Designating a state as a 'safe country' necessitates the confirmation that “there is in general 
in that State no serious risk of persecution of nationals of that State.”2 Unfortunately, 
Albania does not meet this criterion. The country grapples with severe issues like 
corruption, human trafficking, gang-related violence, and discrimination against various 
communities including LGBTQI, Roma, and Egyptian communities. The Albanian 
government's persistent failure to effectively address these issues is distressing. 
 

The acceptance rate of asylum claims from Albanian nationals in the UK further affirms the 
assertion that Albania falls short of the 'safe country' standard. 
 

In 2022, the UK granted protection status to more than 650 Albanian nationals, including 
over 60 unaccompanied children. Furthermore, the same year witnessed a 57% success rate 
for appeals made by Albanians to the First-Tier tribunal on their asylum applications.3 

 

Those of us providing professional support services for Albanian asylum seekers and victims 
of trafficking directly witness the fear and suffering of the Albanian asylum-seeking 
community. These individuals, who are extremely vulnerable, often remain unrecognised as 

 
1 UNHCR Legal Observations on the Illegal Migration Bill 2 May 2023 
2 As set out in the proposed new section 80AA(3) of the 2002 Act, as inserted by Clause 57(3) of the 
Bill. 
3 For sources and more detailed statistics relating to Albania as a safe country please see: 
https://miclu.org/asylum-statistics-albania-as-a-safe-country 



such by society at large. This is only exacerbated by prevailing narratives of criminality and 
asylum system abuse that are fuelling a ratcheting racism. 
 

The assertion that Albania is a 'safe state' for its nationals is, in our experience, 
fundamentally flawed. It would be a misrepresentation to insist that there is no risk of 
persecution for nationals in that state. 
 

By including Albania in the Clause 57 list along with EEA member states and Switzerland, we 
risk directly contravening our international and domestic legal obligations by refouling 
individuals to face persecution. 
 
We, the undersigned, stand resolutely in support of this amendment to remove Albania 
from the list of ‘safe countries.’ We implore Parliamentarians to consider the gravity of this 
issue, to reflect on the personal narratives and factual data provided, and to align with our 
stance in advocating for the fundamental human rights of Albanian nationals. We ask that 
you utilise your influence to prevent vulnerable individuals being refouled to face 
persecution, by rejecting Albania's classification as a 'safe country' within the current Illegal 
Migration Bill. 
 
Signed, 
 
 
ECPAT UK 
Citizens UK 
Refugee Council 
Greater Manchester Immigration Aid Unit 
Barnardo's 
Positive Action for Refugees and Asylum 
Seekers (PAFRAS) 
ILPA 
Article 39 
CARAS 
Helen Bamber Foundation 
University of Liverpool 
Bail For Immigration Detainees 
Refugee Legal Support (RLS) 
Migrants' Rights Network 
Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group 
After Exploitation 
Kanlungan Filipino Consortium 
Ultimate Counselling 
Calderdale Valley of Sanctuary 
the3million 
Humans for Rights Network 
Young Roots 
Student Action for Refugees 
JustRight Scotland 

 

     
 

   
 

   
 

 
 

 



Together with Migrant Children 
South London Refugee Association 
Refugee Education UK 
Focus on Labour Exploitation (FLEX) 
Baobab Centre for Young Survivors in Exile 
Bristol Defend Asylum Seekers Campaign 
Bristol Reporting Solidarity 
Shpresa Programme  
The Hummingbird Refugee Project 
IKWRO- Women’s Rights Organisation 
Bristol Refugee Rights 
VITA 
The William Gomes Podcast 
Stand For All 
Money A+E 
Our Second Home 

   
 

     

 
 

 
 
Helen Stalford 
Professor of Law, University of Liverpool 
 
Dr Rachel Alsop 
Lecturer and Director of the Centre for 
Women's Studies, University of York 
 
Patricia Hynes 
Professor of Social Justice, Helena Kennedy 
Centre for International Justice 
 
Rev Paul Regan 
Methodist Minister, Methodist Church 
 
Mrs Sufia Alam, Head of Maryam Centre, 
East London Mosque 
 
Dr Ella Cockbain 
Associate Professor in Security and Crime 
Science, UCL 
 
Prof. Simon Parker 
Professor of Politics, University of York 
 
Revd Josh Harris 
Priest-in-Charge, St Katharine Cree Church 
 
James Hegarty 
Professor, Cardiff University 

Graham Woodruff, Chair of the Green Party 
Asylum & Migration Policy Working Group 
 
Fr Angus Ritchie 
Director, Centre for Theology and 
Community 
 
Marzena Cichon Balcerowicz 
Director of Partnerships and Development, 
the Centre for Theology and Community 
 
John Barron 
Minister of Religion 
 
Asha Rage 
Director, Citizens UK 
 
Daniel Nikolla 
Co-Founder, Albanian Young Professionals 
Midlands 
 
Sue Lucas 
Team Rector, Parish of the Holy Trinity 
 
Henry Setter 
Advice and Wellbeing Manager 
 
Jade Turnbull-Mason 
Childrens community worker 



 
Dr William Shankley 
Assistant Professor, University of 
Nottingham 
 
Antonia Tamar Young 
Researcher at Bradford University, Country 
Expert on Albania and Southern Balkans 
 
Shazia Yousaf 
Partner, Parker Rhodes Hickmotts 
 
Ingi Iusmen 
Associate Professor, University of 
Southampton 
 
Dr Terry Lamb 
Professor of Languages, University of 
Westminster 
 
Dr Zana Vathi 
Associate Professor, Edge Hill University 
 
Sarah Forsey 
Senior Project Manager, Citizens UK 
Mrs Tracy Armstrong 
Chief Officer, Citizens Advice Newcastle 
 
Shelly Khaled 
Programme Manager, Relationship 
Education 
 
Ross Nieves Roe Garcia 
Climate and Sustainability Officer, Kings 
College 
 
Sarah Ruiz 
Cabinet Lead Member for Children’s 
Services 
 
Alex Candido 
Young Person Development Worker, 
PAFRAS 
 
Abigail Oyedele 
Community Organiser for Lambeth Citizens, 
Citizens UK 

 
Emma 
Head of Fundraising Prison Advice & Care 
Trust, Pact and Shpresa 
 
Dr Zana Vathi 
Associate Professor, Edge Hill University 
 
Claire Rodgerson 
Senior Organiser, Citizens UK 
 
Lediana Pajaj 
Campaigning and Leadership officer, 
Shpresa Programme 
 
Mrs Caroline Verdant 
Community Organiser, Citizens UK 
 
Cara 
Regional Hub Manager, HostNation 
 
Kathryn 
BRS (Bristol Refugee Signing) 
 
Gordon Knott 
Charity Director 
 
Evis Bodlli 
Finance Manager, Shpresa Programme 
 
Jennifer Ellis 
CO, RCVS 
 
William Nicholas Gomes 
Director, the William Gomes Podcast 
 
Irfan Shah BEM 
CEO, Frenford 
 
Emma 
Head of Fundraising Prison Advice & Care 
Trust, Pact and Shpresa 
 
Claire Rodgerson 
Senior Organiser, Citizens UK 
 
Marysa 



 
Sue Hirschler 
Volunteer, T4K 
 
Dr Tamlyn Monson 
Research Fellow, Centre for Trust, Peace 
and Social Relations 
 
Anila Kadija 
Teacher, Ardhmeria 
 
Timna Lyons 
Teacher 
 
Eliza Ward, JUMP Project Coordinator, HIAS 
+ JC ORE 
 
David Neale  
Legal Researcher 

Artist and Educator, Shpresa Programme 
 
Pascale Vassie OBE 
Safeguarding Development Worker, SDCAS 
 
Carley Stubbins 
LBBD Outreach Officer, LBBD Rough sleeper 
team, Community Solutions 
 
Hamida Ali, Manager 
ECYPS Children and Young Persons Services 
 
Dr Stella Dixon  
Bristol Defend Asylum Seekers Campaign 
 
Nikki Lee Clarke 
Immigration Advisor 

  
      
         
   

                    


